ROSE



SYNOPSIS

Amidst the turmoil of the Thirty Years * War, somewhere in Germany, a mysterious soldier appears in a
secluded Protestant village. Small and quiet, his face disfigured by a scar, this stranger declares himself

the heir of a long-abandoned farmstead and produces a document to support his claim to the suspicious
villagers. With time, he overcomes their doubts and shows himself to be a hard-working, God-fearing
man, becoming part of the community in a quest for acceptance made up of impossible deceit. The true
and twisted tale of a deceiver of land and folk, who, defying her birth as a woman, comported herself as
a man and comitted many a wicked deed.







DIRECTOR’S
BIOGRAPHY

Markus Schleinzer, born in Vienna, spent 17 years as a casting
director shaping the international success of Austrian cinema
through his close collaborations with Jessica Hausner, Ulrich
Seidl, and Michael Haneke.

For the Golden Globe winner and Oscar-nominated film The
White Ribbon, he was responsible not only for casting the child
actors but also for directing their performances on set.

His two debut feature films, Michael (2011) and Angelo (2018),
premiered and won awards in the main competitions at the
Cannes, Toronto, London, Mumbai, and Japan film festivals,
among others.

Schleinzer also works as an actor and teaches directing, currently
at the Film Academy in Ludwigsburg.

Selected Director’s Filmography:

2018 ANGELO
2011 MICHAEL



ASPIRATIONS. WHAT INSPIRES YOU ABOUT THESE KINDS OF
FIGURES?

ROSE IS A WORK OF FICTION, BUT YOU’VE MENTIONED THAT
TRUE STORIES OF ‘WOMEN WHO WORE PANTS’ INSPIRED
YOU. WHAT ARE SOME NOTABLE CASES FROM THE PAST THAT
INSPIRED YOU IN CRAFTING ROSE’S STORY?

ROSE STRIVES TO CREATE AN IDENTITY, AGAINST ALL OB-
STACLES, EVEN IF SOCIETY MAY ULTIMATELY CRUSH THESE



WHY AND WHEN DID YOU DECIDE TO WORK IN COLLABO- ONCE AGAIN YOU MIXED ESTABLISHED PERFORMERS WITH
RATION WITH SANDRA HULLER FOR THIS FILM?> HOW DID AMATEURS IN CASTING FOR THIS FILM. WHAT IS IT ABOUT
YOU WORK TOGETHER IN FORMING THE CHARACTER AND THIS ‘ALCHEMY’ THAT WORKS FOR YOU AND YOUR STYLE OF
IDENTITY OF ROSE? DIRECTION?



THE PHOTOGRAPHY IS INCREDIBLE- HOW DID YOU WORK
WITH THE DOP TO CREATE THE VISUAL IDENTITY OF THE
FILM?



PROTESTANT VALUES, PATRIARCHY, AND STRICT SOCIAL
ROLES DOMINATE THIS WORLD. DO YOU ENVISION ROSE’S
STORY AS A CRITIQUE OF THESE STRUCTURES?

THE FARM WORKERS’ FEAR OF THE OUTSIDER FORMS A
CENTRAL TENSION IN THE FILM - WE SEE SO MANY PARAL-
LELS TO THE PRESENT DAY. HOW DO THE STORIES WE TELL
OURSELVES ABOUT THE PAST RELATE TO OUR COLLECTIVE
IDENTITY IN THE PRESENT DAY?



ROSE ALSO FULFILS AN ESSENTIAL AND RARE POSITION
OF RE-IMAGINING AN ERASED HISTORICAL HERITAGE
OF QUEER PEOPLE. HOW DO YOU SEE ROSE IN TERMS OF
QUEERNESS, QUEER HISTORY AND STORIES?



WHAT ABOUT OTHER SIMILAR CHARACTERS IN FILM HISTO-
RY, WHICH DO APPEAR ALBEIT NOT SO OFTEN? WAS THERE
ANYTHING YOU WANTED TO ADD TO THIS ‘LINEAGE’ WITH
SANDRA’S PORTRAYAL OF ROSE THAT YOU FELT HADN’T
BEEN SEEN BEFORE ON SCREEN?






WHAT ATTRACTED YOU TO MARKUS’ PROJECT? WHAT DREW
YOU TO THE CHARACTER OF ROSE?

ROSE ISA VERY COMPLEX ROLE YET S/HE ARRIVES FULLY
FLESHED OUT IN THE FILM. WITHOUT GIVING TOO MUCH
AWAY, HOW DID YOU IMBUE THE CHARACTER WHO DOESN’T
SAY MUCH WITH SUCH DETAIL?

HOW DID YOU COLLABORATE WITH MARKUS? HOW WAS
YOUR WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM?

THE FILM DRAWS ON MANY INFLUENCES — FROM KUROSAWA
TO WESTERNS TO DREYER. DID YOU STUDY OR TAKE INSPI-
RATION FROM ANY EARLIER PORTRAYALS WHILE PREPAR-
ING FOR THE FILM?

THE ROLE OF ROSE SEEMED VERY PHYSICAL. BEING ON SET
THROUGHOUT THE HARSH SEASONS AND THE PHYSICAL
TOIL OF TRANSFORMING THE FARM SEEM VERY CONVINC-
ING. CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT YOUR EXPERIENCES ON SET?
WAS IT AS DIFFICULT A SHOOT AS IT SEEMED?

HOW DO YOU SEE ROSE IN VIEW OF CURRENT POLITICS?

WHAT DO YOU HOPE THE AUDIENCE WILL TAKE AWAY FROM
SEEING YOUR PORTRAYAL OF ROSE?






WHAT DREW YOU TO THE CHARACTER OF SUSANNAH? TELL
US ABOUT THE CASTING PROCESS.

SUSANNAH LIVES WITH THE DUALITY OF BEING BOTH SEEM-
INGLY NAIVE BUT ALSO VERY WISE BEYOND HER YEARS.
WITHOUT GIVING TOO MUCH AWAY, HOW DID YOU CREATE
THE CHARACTER OF SUSANNAH?

AND HOW WAS IT ' TO WORK ALONGSIDE SUCH A RENOWNED
ACTOR AS SANDRA HULLER?» HOW DID YOU WORK TOGETH-
ERTO CREATE SUCH A UNIQUE AND BELIEVABLE RELA-
TIONSHIP?



THIS IS YOUR FIRST FEATURE FILM. WHAT WERE THE CHAL-
LENGES IN ALLOWING YOURSELF TO BE SO BRAVELY OPEN,
VULNERABLE AND EMOTIONAL ONSCREEN? HOW DID YOU
COLLABORATE WITH MARKUS?

WHAT DO YOU HOPE THE AUDIENCE WILL TAKE AWAY FROM
SEEING ROSE?

THE ROLE OF SUSANNAH SEEMED VERY PHYSICAL. BEING ON
SET THROUGHOUT THE HARSH SEASONS AND THE PHYSICAL
TOIL OF TRANSFORMING THE FARM SEEM VERY CONVINC-
ING.CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT YOUR EXPERIENCES ON SET?
WAS IT AS DIFFICULT A SHOOT AS IT SEEMED?












